
GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR
PUBLIC RECORDS

The following are some
Public Record Statutes.

general principles and guidance for complying with the Nebraska

Public Records include all records and documents, regardless of form, of the
state, unless a statute expressly provides othenruise. 

-
Examples of records and documents are agendas, emails, instant messages,
letters, data, policies, meeting minutes, computer files, reports, fee booksl
lic_enses, applications, briefing papers, claims, state warants, and other financial
information.
A document on a private computer, smart telephone, or tablet of a member of a
public body can be a public record if it relates io the business of the Commission.
It is recommended that Commission members avoid using personalcomputers
by either using computers provided by the body or using pjper.
Documents used at public meetings are public records. Records that othenryise
could be withheld from the public can lose their protected status if disclosed at a
public meeting.
The public can .review and obtain copies of public records unless there is a law
allowing the custodian of the record to withhold access.
The public does not have to provide a reason for wanting to review or obtain a
copy of a public record.
A member of the public can be charged the reasonable cost of making a copy of
a public record.
Drafts.and briefing documents used by a public body at a meeting are public
records.
Any records used or created by the commission are records of the state.
The Commission needs to respond to any requests for records used or created
by the Commission within four business days. Since Nebraska law designates
that the Commission is within the office of the CEO of the Department of-Health
and Human services (DHHS), records requests can be made to DHHS for
Commission records.
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GENERAL GUIDANCE FOR
OPEN MEETINGS

The following are some general principles and guidance for complying with the Nebraska
Open Meetings Act.

o A quorum is required for each a meeting. A majority of all members of a body,
including ex officio members, is a quorum unless the Commission sets a higher
requirement by its rules. A decision generally requires a majority of the voting
members present in the quorum.

. The Commission cannot meet by telephone. Meetings must be in a location
open to the public.

. Reasonable notice must been given of every meeting. Reasonable notice
includes the date, time, location, and a copy of the agenda or a statement that a
current copy of the agenda for the meeting can be viewed at the main business
otfice of the public body.

. An agenda is required for every meeting. Members and the public can suggest
agenda items to the Chair. Agendas may be modified up to twenty four hours
before a meeting. Agendas items must adequately describe what will be
discussed.

o At the beginning of every meeting, an announcement is made that the meeting is
a public meeting and informing everyone present where a copy of the Open
Meetings Act is posted in the meeting room.

. All documents used by the Commission at a meeting are public records. A copy
of any document used must be available for the public at the meeting.

o Decisions by the Commission cannot be made prior to a meeting or in a closed
session. Decisions must done by a vote at a meeting of the Commission.
(Members cannot be contacted individually by other members to determine how
they willvote prior to a meeting, to discuss agenda items to avoid an open
discussion at a meeting, or to decide an action before a meeting.)

o Roll callvotes are required and each membe/s vote must be recorded. Voting by
secret ballot is permitted for choosing officers of the Commission. However, the
total number of votes for each candidate must be recorded.

. Subcommittees can be used to assist in conducting the Commission's affairs. A
subcommittee cannot be the whole Commission or a quorum of the Commission.
A subcommittee can make a report to the Commission and provide alternatives
as part of the report, but cannot make a recommendation as to how to proceed
except at an open meeting of the Commission. The Commission must make all
finaldecisions.

. Minutes are required for each meeting. Written minutes must be available for
review by the public within 10 working days or before the next meeting whichever
is earlier. The minutes must include the time and place of the meeting, members
present or absent, and the substance of all matters discussed.

. 'Minutes should include how each member voted on each item or if the member
was absent or did not vote.

. The public has a right to attend any meeting without identifying themselves. The
Commission cannot prevent the public from participating at all meetings.
lndividuals who want to speak at the meeting can be required to identify
themselves

. The Commission can make reasonable rules regarding the conduct of individuals' 
attending meetings.
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Background
LB 820, Sections 4 & 5 requires the Department of Health and Human
a standard statewide foster care reimbursement rate structure. This will

Services to create a committee to develop a
include a statewide standardized level of

care assessment and tie performance with payments to achieve perrnanency outcomes for children and families.

The following committee was appointed by Kerry T. Winterer, CEO, Department of Health and Human Services.

The committee met once a month from June - November 2012. Two sub-committees were established to address

the committee's legislative requirements: The Level of Care Assessment Sub-Committee and the Foster Care

Rate Sub-Committee. The Nebraska Public Meeting Calendar was used for meeting notices. The committee's
meeting agendas, minutes and information can be viewed at:

http ://dhhs.ne. gov/ChildrensCommi ssion/Pages/Home.aspx
The reports submitted to the legislature can be viewed on-line at:

http ://www. nebraskale gislature. gov/a genc ies/view.php
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Committee Members
Name Position. Orsanization

Thomas D. Pristow Director, Children & Family Services
Designee of the chief executive officer of the

department

Debbie Silverman Administrator, Western Service Area

Representatives from the Division of Children
and Family Services of the departrnent from each

service area.

Charlie Ponec
Resource Developer, Central Service Area

Karen Knapp
Children & Family Services Specialist,
Northern Service Area

Jodi Allen
Children & Family Services Specialist
Supervisor, Southeast Service Area

Carrie Hauschild
Children & Family Services Specialist
Supervisor. Eastern Service Area

Carol Krueger
Nebraska Children's Home Society (Eastern)

Representatives from a child welfare agency that
contracts directly with foster parents, from each

ofsuch service areas.

Gregg Nicklas
Christian Heritage (Southeast)

Jackie Meyer Building Blocks for Community Effichment
(Northern)

Susan Henrie
South Central Behavioral Services (Central)

Cory Rathbun St. Francis Communitv (Western)

Lana Temple-Plotz
Foster Family-Based Treatment Association,
Boys Town

A representative from an advocacy organization
which deals with legal and policy issues that
include child welfare.

Leigh Esau Foster Care Closet
A representative from an advocacy organization
the singular focus of which is issues impacting
children.

Barb Nissen
Nebraska Foster and Adoptive Parent
Association

A representative from a foster and adoptive parent

association.

David Newell Nebraska Families Collaborative A representative from a lead agency

Rosey Higgs Project Everlast

A representative from a child advocacy
organization that supports young adults who were

in foster care as children.

Bev Stutzman Wood River, Nebraska
A foster parent who contracts directly with the
department.

Joan Kinsey Lincoln, Nebraska
A foster parent who contracts with a child welfare
agency.

Sara Goscha
Administrator, DHHS Division of Children
and Family Services, Special Proiects

Director appointment.
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Recommended Actions for Foster Care Reimbursement Rates

GOal I The committee was instructed to adjust the standard reimbursement rate to reflect the reasonable cost of
achieving measurable outcomes for all children in foster care in Nebraska.

The committee shall
(a) analyze consumer expenditure data reflecting the costs of caringfor a child in Nebraska,
(b) identifu ond accountfor additional costs specific to children infoster care, and
(c) apply a geographic cost-of-living adjustmentfor Nebraska.
The reimbursement rate structure shall comply withfunding requirements related to Title IV-E of the federal

Social Security Act, as amended, and otherfederal programs as appropriate to maximize the utilization of
federal funds to support foster care.

Rate discussion included analysis of:
o Nebraska FCPAY checklist (Foster Care Pay, currently in use)
o M.A.R.C. (Hitting the M.A.R.C. Establishing Foster Care Minimum Adequate Rates for Children) study

and data, and
. USDA (US Department of Agriculture, Center for Nuhition Policy and Promotion, Expenditures on

Children by Families, 20ll).

These documents include similar information, although they are not directly parallel with each other. The USDA
cost of raising children included additional expense categories already provided by DHHS for children in foster
care (e.g. child care and medical insurance) which were excluded from the recommendation.

The sub-committee chose to use an average of two Midwest Urban two parent family categories as a baseline to
'\- calculate the minimum rate to care for a child in foster care. This average took into consideration food, clothing,

shelter, normal family transportation, and miscellaneous costs related to children in a two parent family. The
committee recommended a set of base foster care reimbursement rates by age grouping, which include a minimal
amount of transportation. Foster care brings an additional layer of transportation needs to foster families so the
committee also recommends a transportation reimbursement plan for families who use more than 100 miles extra
in a month in the course of providing care.

Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Recommendations:

The following Foster Care Reimbursement rates were recommended:

Age Daily Monthly Annual

0-5 $ 20.00 $608.33 $7,300.00

6-1,1 $ 23.00 $699.58 $8,395.00

72-18 $ 25.00 $760.42 $9,125.00

Recommended Statewide Standardized Level of Care Assessment

GOal: The committee was instructed to develop a statewide standardized level of care assessment containing
standardized criteria to determine a foster child's placement needs and to appropriately identifo the foster care
reimbursement rate.

Final Report, Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Committee - December 15,2012 2ll'age



The committee shall review other states' assessment models and foster care reimbursement rate structures in
completing the statewide standardized level of care assessment and the standard statewide foster care

r e imbur s e ment rat e structure.

The statewide standardized level of care assessment shall be research-based, supported by evidence-based
practices, and reflect the commitment to systems of care and a trauma-informed, child-centered, family-involved,
coordinated process.

The committee shall develop the statewide standardized level of care assessment and the standard statewidefoster
care reimbursement rate structure in a manner that provides incentives to tie performance in achieving the goals

of safety, maintainingfamily connection, permanency, stability, and well-being to reimbursements received.

The Level of Care sub-committee discussions centered on researching assessment tools within Nebraska and other
states, evaluating their effectiveness, attributes and complications of each tool. Sub-committee members spent

considerable time personally contacting experts in other states to gain insight into their assessments.

Ten tools researched and assessed from eight states. Thirteen experts were interviewed. The tools and experts are

documented in committee minutes and available on the Nebraska Children's Commission webpage
http ://dhhs.ne. gov/Pages/chi ldrenscommi ssion.aspx.

Two assessment tools were recommended in order to better assess the level of care needs of the child, and level of
responsibility required by the foster parent. Foster parents asked to provide a higher level of care which requires

additional training would be paid an additional amount per day. The advanced care needs of medically fragile
children who require special feeding, in-home health care, and transportation requirements would be an example.

Children with severe mental health concems which require additional programming, supervision or special
services that the foster parent can be trained to provide would result in an additional payment to the foster parent.

Level of Care Assessment Tool Recommendations:

The Level of Care Assessment tool recommendations are:
o Child Needs Assessment: Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths Comprehensive (CANS)
o CaregiverResponsibilities:NebraskaCaregiverResponsibilities(NCR)

Level of Care Assessment caution: Do not tie foster parent payment directly to the assessment of a child.

Potential Impact Items

The Level of Care Assessment sub-committee received strong recommendations from other states regarding the
use of Level of Care Assessment tools, and their use in combination with establishing foster care reimbursement
rates.
1. All states interviewed recommended not tying an assessment to foster care payments initially. Instead all

states recommended a "hold harmless" phase where foster parents rates do not change for a period of time;
2. An ongoing quality assurance process is critical to success;
3. Other states recommended training, implementation, ongoing training support; and

4. Use caution when developing or choosing a tool to ensure the tool or subsequent payment methodology does

not include behaviors or conditions that overlap with other services/funding streams (i.e., developmental
disabilities, behavioral health, medically fragile, OJS).

Final Report Foster Care Reimbursement Rate Committee - December 15,2012 3ll'age



LB 530 LB 53O

LEGISLATTVE BII,L 530

Approved by tshe Governor June 4 20L3

Introduced by Dubas, 34

FOR AN ACT re].ating to foster care; to eend sections 43-4202, 43-4203,
and 43-4213, Revised Statutes Cuu1ative Sup1>lenent. 2012; to state
intent; t'o 1>rovide duties for the Diwision of Cl.il&en and Faily
Seryices of the Departnent of llealttr and Human seryices and the
Nebraska Children's comission; to change a temination date; to
create the Foster Care ReinburseBent Rate Comj,tteei to Provide
powers and duties; to change provisions relating to stiPends for
foster parents; to eliBinate a coEmittee; to hamonize Provisions;
to repeal the oligina]' sections; to outright retrEal section 43-4212,
Rewj-sed Statutes Cuu]-ative SuppleEent, 2OL2; and to declare an
emergency -

Be it enacted by the people of the state of Nebraska,

section 1. (1) The Leqistature (a) finds that it was the intent
of sections 43-4208 to 43-4213 to provide blidoe fundinq to blina Nebraska's
foster care reimbursement rates in line with foster cale reixbursement rates
in the rest of the countw and (b) reco(Inizes the iEportance of a stable
pavment to foster parents to ensure that fmilies are able to budqet for needs
while carinq for foster childlen.

(2) The Leqislature further finds that Nebraska's foster care svstem
has bequn to stabilize. In recocrnition of the essential contributions of
foster Darents and foste! care Drov f^ f6<l-ar childran in Nebraska- it
is the intent of the Leoislature to continue exi-stinq contractual arranoements
for pavment to ensure the continued stabilization of the foster care svstep in
Nebraska.

(3) It is the intent of the Legislature:
(a) To ensure that fai! rates int6 the future to steB

foster parents;
(b) That foster care reinbursaent rates accuratelv reflect the cost

of raisino the ctrild in the care of the state,'
(c) To ensure that contracted foster care seffice provider aqencies

do not pav increased rates out of budqets determined in contracts with the
DeDaltDent of Health and HEan brior t6 anw chanoe in rates;

(d) To Eintain coEparab].e foster care reimbursement rates to ensure
retent.ion and recruitment of hiah-maI i tv fastar barents and to ansure that
foster children's best interests are sened; and

(e) To appropriate funds to pemnentlv replace the bridqe fundinq
described in subsection (1) of thj,s section and prowide the necessarv
additional funds to brinq foster care reimbursement rates in conpliance with
the recomendations of the Eesearetr and studv comDleted bv the Foster care
Reimburssent Rate Comittee as Drrr<rrent td sect-i6n 43-4212 as such
section existed before the effectiwe date of this act

sec- 2. (1) On or before Julv 1, 2014, the Division of Chi].&en and
Familv Sewices of the Department of th and Hlman Seryices sha11 imDlgent
the reimbursement rate recomendations of the Foste! care ReiEbursement Rate
Comittee as reported to the Leqis brrrslrant to section 43-42\2 as such
section existed before the effective date of this act

(2) (a) on or before Jutv 1, 2013, the Division of Chi].dren and
Fai].v seryices of the Department of and lltman seryices sha1]. dewe].op
a pi].ot proiect as provided in this subsection to inplenent the standardized
]'ewe1 of care assessBent tools bv l]he Foster Care ReimbulseEent
Rate Comittee as repolted to the Leqis].ature pursuant to section 43-4212 as
such section existed before effective date of this act

(b) (i) The pilot proiect sha1I conprise two qroups: One in an urban
area and one in a rural area. The size of each qrouo shall be detemined bv
the division to ensure an accurate estimate of the effectiweness and cost of
implementing such tools statewide.

(ii) The Neibraska Children's Comission shal1 review and provide a
plocrress report on the pilot proiect bv October 1, 2013, to the departnent
and electroni-callv to the HeaLth Hrrman sereices Comittee of the
Leqis]-ature; sha1l provide to the departrent and electronicallv to the
co@ittee bv Decedber 1, 2013, a repolt includinq recomendations and anv
I ^^i 31 i+i ^n incl ..r: -- ^*--^--i -*i ^--

reoardino the adaptation or continua of the imolement'ation of a statewide
care assessaent; and sha11 prowide

-1-
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e.lectronj.callv to tbe comj-ttee by February L, 2OL4, a final report and final
recomendations of the couisgion.

Sec. 3. (1) on or before Januarv 1,2016, the Nebraska chi].dren's
Comllission sha.].]. appoint a Foster Care ReiJbulsaent RaEe Comittee. The
comission shal-l reconvene lhe Foster Care Reipburseent Rate Couittee eveff
four vears thereafter.

(2) fhe Foster care Reimburserent Rate comittee sha.I.l consist of no
fewer ttran nine members, including;

(a) The fo].].osincr votinq merbers: (i) Representatives fron a
chi].d we].fare aqenry ttrat contracts directl-v with foster parents. from
gecb qf tl..e seryice areas desiqnated pursuant to section 81-3115,' (ii) a
representatiwe froE an advocad organization which deals wittr 1egal and po1icv
issues that iaelude chiJ-d weJ.fare; (iii) a representatiwe from an advocacv
orcranization. the sinquLa! focus of which is issueE i@actincr chil&en;
(iv) a representative fro[ a foster and adoptive palent association; (v) a
representative frop a lead aoenc-v; (vi) a representative from a chi].d advocacv
orqanization that supports voung adu].ts who were in foster care as children;
(wii) a foster parent who contracts directlv with ttre Departrent of Heaf.ttr and
Human Services; and (viii) a foster parent who contracts rith a child welfare
agency; and

executive officer of the Department of Eea].th and Hman Setrices or his
or trer desiqnee aad (ii) representatives from the Division of Chi].&en and
FaniLv Serices of ttre department fron each seryice area desiqnated pursuant
to section 81-3116, ineludino at ]-east one diwision emp].ovee with a thorouqh
understandinq of the current foster care pavment svsta and at ].east one
diwision emp1ovee with a ttroroudh understandinq of the N-FOCUS electronic
data collection svsteD- The nonwotind ex officio nenbers of the coMittee
mav attend comittee meetinqs ed participate in discussions of the comittee
and sha].l qather and provide information to ttre comittee on the po].icies,
progras, and Drocesses of each of their respective bodies. The nonvotinq,
ax officio hamlrcrs sha1l nat ual:a decisions or recomendations bw the
cons.ittee.

(3) tlenbers of the comittee sha]-]. serye for tems of four vears and
until their successors are appointed and ctua]-ified. The Neblaska Chi1dren,s
Cono.ission slra].l appoint the chairperson of the coonittee and mav fi].l
vacancies on the comittee as thev occur- If the N€ibraska Chi].dlen,s
C6missi6n h^r iami hal:a.l crrah sha]..I. be mde and wacancies
fi].led bw the covernor with the of a natoritv of the Leqislature,

Sec. 4. (1) The Foster Care Reirburserent Rate Comittee appointed
Dursuilt to sectidn 3 6f this adt review and nake recomendations in the
followinq areas: Foster care reimburse[ent, rates, the statewide standardized
level of care assessnent, and adoption assistance pavaents as required bv
section 43-117- In makino to the Leois].ature, the comittee
strall uae the then-current foster care reinburseEent rates as the beoinninct
standald for settinq reiobursaent rates. Ttre comittee sha1l adiust the
standard to reflect the reasonable cost of achievinq measura-b]'e outeomes for
all ctril&en in foster care in tilebraska. The comittee sha].]. (a) ana].vze
then-current consuer expenditure data ref].ectinq the costs of carinq for a
child in N6bras!.a - tbl irtantifw and for additiona]' costs soecific to
ehil&en in foster care, and (c) app1v a qeocrraphic cost-of-livincr adiustrent
for Nebraska. The reiJbursement rate structure shal]. comply with fundinq
lecruirerents re1ated to Title fv-E of the federal Soci-al Seeritv Act,, as
amended. and other federa]. proctrams as appropriate to maximize the uti].ization
of federal funds to suPport foster care.

(2) Ihe committee shal,]. review the role and effectiweness of and
make recoEmendations on the statewide standardized leveI of care assessment
containinq standardized criteria to detemine a foster child's placepent needs
and to identifv the appropriate foster care rei.Ebursemeat rate. The comittee
sha.I.l rewiew other states, assesshant rode].s and foster care reiEbulsement
rate stnctures in completinq ttle statewide standardized ].eve]. of care
assessment rewiew and tha standard foster care reiDbursement rate
slructure. The comittee sha1I ensure the statewide stan&rdized level of care
assessment and the st-analar.l statarida ter care reimbursaent rate structure
prowide incentives to tie perfomance in achievinq the ooa1s of safetv,
maintaininq fei1v connection, perunencv, stabilitv, md well-beinq to
reinbursaenls receiwed. The comittee sl.a].I rewiew and nake recomendatione
on assistance pavments to adoptive parents as required bv section 43-117. The
coomittee sha.]-l make recomendations to ensure that chanoes in foster care
reipburseEent rates do not. become a disincentive to perenencv-

(3) The comittee nav orqanize subcomittees as it deems
necessarv- MeEbers of the subcomittees Eav be Belbers of the comittee

1
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or Bav be appointed. sith the approva1 of the Eaiolitv of the co@ittee,
from indiwiduals with knowledqe of the subcomittee' s subiect mt.ter,
professiona]' ercertise to assist tl.e su.bco@ittee in coBp1etinq its assimed
lesponsibi.I.iti.es, and the abilitv to colla.borate within the su.bcomittee.

(4) The Foster Care ReiEburseEent Rate CoEittee sha11 provide
e.Iectronic reports with its recomendation to the Eea1th and BMn Sesices
CoEittee of the Leqis].ature on Julv 1, 2016, &d everv four wears thereafter.

Sec. 5. Section 43-4202, Revj.sed Statutes Cuulative SuppleBent,
2012, is aended to read:

43-4202 (1) The Nelbraska Chil&en's Comission is created as a
high-].eve1 leadership body to (a) create a statewide strategic plan for reforD
of the chj-1d welfare systa prograns and seryices in the State of Nebraska
and (b) rewiew lha operations of the De;>artrent of lleal.th and IIUlan Seryices
regarding child welfare progrms and seryices and recomend, as a part of the
statewide strategic p1an, ol)tions for attaining the .I.egislative intent stated
in section 43-4201, eitstrer by the establislDent of a new division within the
depaltEent or the establishnent of a new state agency to l)rovj.de al1 child
relfare progras ad seryices wtrich are ttre res1>onsj.biJ-ity of ttre state- The
comission shall prov.ide a pemanent foru for co]'laboration aong state,
Iocal, couunity, public, and private stakeholders in child welfare ploglams
and senices.

(2) The comission shalI include the following voting members:
(a) The chief executive officer of the Det)artEent of Health and

Human Seryices or his or her &signee;
(b) The Director of Chi]'&en and Frnily Services or his or her

&signee; and
(c) Sixteen members appointsed by the Governor within thirty days

after ApriJ. L2, 2012. The uembers appo5-nted pursuant to this subdiwision shall
represent stakeholders in the child welfare systu and shall include: (i) A
director of a child advocaey center; (ii) an adninistrator of a behavioral
heal'th region estabfished pursuant to section 7L-801; (iii) a couunity
representatiwe fron each of the seryi.ce areas desigrnated pursuant to section
81-3115. In the eastern seryice area designated pursuant to such section, the
representative may be fron a lead agency of a pilot project established under
I€g+€la++re B+t+ 95+7 €Be lluad=ed €eeend geg+€+a+E=e? Aeeeid S€€€-i€f,r 2€+",
section 68-1212 or a coJ.J.a.boratiwe nember; (i.v) a prosecuting attomey who
practices in juvenile court; (v) a guardian ad .l.item; (vi) a biological parent
currently or previously involwed j.n the child welfale systeE,' (wii) a fostser
parent; (wiii) a court-appointed special advocate volunteer; (ix) a nember of
the State Foster Care Review Board or any entity that succeeds to the porers
and duties of the board or a nember of a loca1 foste! care rewiew board,' (x)
a chi,J.d welfale service agency that directly provides a wide range of child
welfare seryices and is not a member of a lead agency colla.borative; (xi) a
young adult previously in foster care; and (xii) a representative of a child
advocacy organization that deal.s with J.ega.I. ad policy issues that include
child we1fare-

(3) The comission shal.l have the foJ.lowing nonvotj.ng, ex offj.cio
meubers: (a) The chairperson of the Health and Human Seflices Coonittee
of the Legislature or a comittee meEber designated by the ctrairperson;
(b) the chairperson of the Judiciary Comittee of the Legislature or a
couittee member designated by the chairperson; (c) the chairperson of the
Appropriations Comittee of the Legis].ature or a comittee EeEber designated
by the chairperson; and (d) three persons appointed by the state Coult
Adninistrator. The nonwoting, ex offici.o members Day attend comission
neetings and partici1>ate in ttre dj.scussions of the couission, prowide
infomation to the comissj.on on the 1>olicies, progr:r.Ds, and processes of
each of their respective bodies , gather inforution f or the comission, and
provide infomation back to their respectiwe bodies from the comission. The
nonvoting, ex officio members shalL not vote on decisions by the comission or
on the direction or development of the statewide strategic plan pursuant to
section 43-4204.

(4) The comission shalJ- meet within sixty days after April
L2, 2012, and shal1 seJ.ect fron uon!, its members a chairperson and
vice-chairperson and conduct any other business necessary to the organization
of the couission- The comission sha1l meet not ]'ess often than once ewery
three Donths, and meetings of the comission may be held at any ti[e on the
cal.l of tl.e chairperson- The comission shal). be within the office of the
chief executiwe officer of the Del)artrent of llea].tb and HuDan Seryices. The
couission may hire staff to carry out the responsibilities of the comission.
The comissj-on sha1l hire a consu].tant. with e:q>erience in faci].itating
strategic planning to provide neutlal, independent assistuce in deweloping
the statewide strategic l)].an. The comission stra].]. teminate on June 30, 2e147
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2016, un.I.ess continued by the Legislature.
(5) !.ieubers of the comission shaII be reinbursed for their actual

and necessary exlEnses as eeEbers of such comission as prowided in sectj.ons
81-1174 to 81-1177.

Sec. 5. Section 43-4203, R€vised statutes Cunulatiwe Sul)I)].eloent,
2OL2, is amended to read:

43-4203 (1) The Nebraska Chi1&en's Comission sha11 work wj,th
administrators from each of tl.e sewice areas designated pursuant to
section 81-3115, the tees created pursuant to section 28-728, ].ocal foster
care rewier boards, child advocacy centers, the teus created l)ursuant to
the Suprae Court' s Through the Eyes of the Chil-d Initiative, comunity
staketrolders, and advoeates for child we1fare l)rogres and seryices to
establish netsorks in each of such service areas. Such networks sha].]- pemit
collaboration to strengttren the continuun of seryices available to chi]-d
welfare agencies and to prowide resoulces for chil&en and luweniles outside
the chiJ.d protection syste&- Each service area shalJ. develop its own unique
strategies to be incJ.uded in the stateride strategic p1an. The Departnent
of Health and Hunan Seryices shal.J. assist in identifyi.ng the nee& of each
seryice area.

(2 ) (a) The comission sha]']' create a comittee to exeine state
policy regardi.ng the prescrj.ption of psychotropic &ugs for chj.ldren who are
wards of the state and the administratj.on of suctr &ugs to such children.
Such comittee shall review the poJ.icy and procedures for prescribing and
administering sueh drugs and make recomendations to the comission for
ctranges in such policy and procedures.

(b) The comission shall create a comitlee to exiline the structure
and responsibi]-ities of ttre Office of Juveni].e Seryices as they exj-st on
April 12, 2012. Sucl. couittee sl.al.l rewiew ttre role and effectiweness
of the youth rehabilitation and treatment centers in the juvenile justice
syster and nake lecomendations to the comission on the future role of
the youth reha.bi1itation and treateent centers in the juvenile justice
continum of ca!e. Such comittee shal1 also review the responsibiliti.es of
the Administrator of the Office of Juveni1e Seffices, including owersight of
the youth rehabilitation and treatDent centers and juvenile parole, and Eake
recomendatj-ons to the comission relating to the future responsibilities of
the administrator.

(c) The co@ission may organize committees as it deos necessary.
l{enbers of the comittees nay be meDbers of the comission or Ey be
aI)pointed, with the approva1 of the mjority of the couission, flom
individuals with knowledge of the comittee's subjects Eatterr professional
expertise to assist the comittee in coEp1eting j.ts assigned responsibilities,
and the abiJ-ity to collaborate rithin t.he comittee and with the comission to
carry out the powers and duties of the comiss j.on -

(d) I€ +he ere I{EdE€d Seeend leg+€+a+ure, €€ad S*$i€f,, 2€++,
e=ea+es €he The Iit]'e IV-E Dsonstration Project Comittee c md the Foster
Care Reimbursement Rate Comittee7 e= bothT sreh *t&++tes sha].l be under the
jurisdiction of the comission.

(3) The comission shall work with ttre office of the State Court
Administrator, as appropriate, and entities which coordinate facilitated
conferencing as described in section 43-247-Ol- Facilitated conferencing
sha1l be included in statewi& stlategic plan discussions by the comission.
Facilitated conferencing sha.I.l continue to be utiLized and nuimized, as
delemined by the court of jurisdiction, during t.l.e developnent of the
statewide strategic plan- Fbnding and contracting of facilitated conferencing
entities stral]. continue to be provided by the Department of Eea].th and HlJmn
Seryices to ats least the saBe extent as such funding and eontracting are being
prowided on \rril L2, 2OL2.

(4) The comissi-on shal.L gather infomation and comunicate with
juwenile justice specialists of the office of Probation Administration
and county officials with respect to any county-operated practice model
participating in the Crossover Youth Progra of the Center for Juwenile
Justice Refom at G€orgetom University.

(5) +€ +he lJebraska Jrere*+le Ser+e D€+i+rna P-eiee+ i€ erct€C bfF
the ere IIsaC-ed SeeenC +eg.i€+a+u=e? grcad 3€+2? +he The comission
shall coordinate and gather infomation about the progress and outcomes of the

Sec. 1. gection 43-42L3t Revised Statutes Cunulative Supplement,
20L2, is uended to read:

43-42L3 In recognition of Nebraska foster 1>arents, essential
contribution to the safety and weJ.l-being of Nebraska, s foster chil&en
and the need for additional compensation for the seryices prowided by
Nebraska foster palentsr rch+te +he Foe€er €rc ne+sbffiea+ Ra+e e€&++tse

-4-
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G€+l'etec i+,' *r€iec ga,Ccr ocegic* E4+4 beginning .ruly 1, 2O12, through
Junc 30, 3e:32 2014, rJ.J- foetea p.lenta 1>rovidinE foatar cane in tfabraatca,
including traditional, aEencry-bas.d, J.icensed, a14>rowed, ral'etj,vc plac€D.nt,
and child-egrcific fotter c.!e, ghr1J. rcceiwe arr add:itional ctipend of three
&lIarc and ten eatc par day pcr chi].d. The rtipend gha].l be in a,liitioa to
tlrr cur8.nt foster carc reilburS€Dant rates for ra].rtiver and foster parantr
contracting rittr ttre Dqraatr.Dt of Eoa]-th and Eur.n Sarvices and in addition
to the reJ.ativc and tiered rat€ 1raid to a cottt:.actor f,o.r aEanry-based fostor
trrets. Ilr. .dditioml, atilmd aha,..l. be l)aid Doatl.J'y tl.rough tlte agency ttrat
ig contracting rittr th. foster p$ont or, in the case of, e fo8t3r pa8Gnt
contracting rith the &pert!.ttt, diroctly fror tlre deqlalteent. Thc contracting
agoDcal chrll acceive 8n edlinistrative fee of tronty-fiwe c.nt. p€r ctrild per
&y for paoc.tling tb. p.ytentr fo8 thc beaafit otr the f,oct r parenta end
tjlc statc, rhich adrinistretiwa foe cht].]. bc paid lonth].y by tlre state. fhe
r,.iirrirtrativ. fce sha].l not redrco tJt6 rtipend of thrae dollars and tan cents
Providad bY' this 8€ction.

S.c.8. Original section. l3-A2O2,43-1203, aad 13-,1213, Rrvised
Statut r Culrr].ative Sul)lrlD.nt, 2OL2, are repaa]..ld.

See. 9. Itre fol.l.ori.ng cection ia outright rcpea1od: Scction 13-12L2,
Rsviecd Statutas Cuxr]'atiwe Srrl4)lCnant, 2012.

Sac. 10- Sincc en €rcrg.rrcry e:ists, this act trkec effect rhen
passed arrd et4rroved according to Iar.

U

U
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September 30,2073

Patick O'Donnell, Clerk of the Legislature
State Capitol, Room 2018
PO Box 94604
Lincoln, NE 68509-4604

Dear Mr. O'Donnell:

Legislative Bill 530 of the 103'd Legislative Session of 2013 requires the Nebraska Children's
Commission to provide a progress report regarding the pilot project 1e implement the
standardized level of care assessment tools recommended by the Foster Care Reimbursement
Rate Conrmittee. The report is to be provided to the Health and Human Services Committee of
the Legislature and the Nebraska Departuent of Health and Human Services by October L,2013.

The atLached report provides the progress'that has been made from June 2013 through September

2013 on the pilot project to implement the standardized level of care assessment tools. The
report was reviewed and approved by the Nebraska Children's Commission at the September 17,

2013, Commission meeting

Sincerely

Karen Authier
Chairperson
Nebraska Children's Commission

Enclosure:
LB 530 Pilot- Level of Care Assessments Report



LB 530 Pilot - Level of Care Assessments
Commission Meeting

9-16-2013

June, 2013
a The urban site selected for the pilot was Lincoln. The rural sites are Lincoln

Counfy-North Platte, Adams County-Hastings and Platte County-Coltrmbus
which represent the three service areas generally known as rural Nebraska. These
sites were determined through discussion with QA and in order to reach statistical
significance, aminimum of 350 assessments will be completed.

Julv" 2013
John Lyons, PhD and author of the CANS completed an overview of the tool for
CFS specialists, supervisors, administrators and quality asstrance staff.

CFS staff(comprised of Specialists, resource development staff, supervisors,
administators, central office staff) completed "train the trainer" certification.

Cohort lists of children placed in foster homes for at least 90 days prior to July 15

were sent to the four sites.

Ausust 2013
Three webinar trainings were held to train staffin the Nebraska Caregiver
Responsibility Too1. This webinar was recorded and is available to staff on an
ongoing basis.

a

a

a

a

September 2013
. 75 CANS and NCRs have been completed in the four pilot areas.

o

a

A QA tool has been developed to reviewthe assessments completed, and a review
of 100 assessments will be completed by November 106.

Additional lists sent to the sites of children placed in foster homes prior to July
2013, not on the original cohort list.

Curently the four areas are continuing to complete the assessment tools.
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Sqtombor30,2013

Pfiick O'DomdI, Ctedlof the fcgislatue
Sefo Cryitol Room2018
PO Box 946o4.
Lincoln, NE 685094604

DcclvIr. O'Domcll:

Icgislativc Bill 530 of fte L03d tegisldivc Sesslm of 2013 requircs tro Nebraslo Children's
Commission to pmovide a fogrs report rcgarding ftc pilot pojeot to inplemcot thc
shdrdizcd Iceol of care 8ssos$ncnt bols recommcndcd by 6c Foster Care Rcimbursemcot
Rate Commitbc. TtE rcport is to be trrovided to fre HcaltL and f,uman Services Commitbc of
trc Irgful8turc aod &e Nebrsslcr Oc,pamm of Healfr and Humm Serviccs bI, Ocfiobcr 1, 2013.

Thc afiachd rcport plovides fu progress'thd has bcen madc fiom Jmc 2013 tbrough Sqltcmber
2013 on the pilot projcot to implemeot trc stmdardired lwel of cre asscssmd bols. Thc
rcport was rcviowed md approved by trc Nebraska Chil&en's Commission at trc September 17,

2013, Commissiou mccting.

Sinocro[g

KarmAuilhier
Cnairyerson
Nebaash Childreo's Commission

Bnclosurc:
LB 530 Pild- L€vcl of Ciari Assesmcm Rceort



LB 530 Pilot- Level of Care Assessments
Commission Meeting

9-16-20L3

June.2013
. The urban site selEcted for the pilot was Lincoln, The rrral sites are Lincoln

County-Norfh Platte, Adams County-Ha.stings and Platte County-Columbus
which represent the tbree service areas generally knovm as rural Nebraska These
sites were determined through discussion with QA and in order to reach statistical
significance, a minimum of 350 assessments will be completed.

Julv, 2013
John Lyons, PhD and aufhor ofthe CANS completed an overviewof the tool for
CFS specialists, superrrisors, administrzfsrs and quality assuratrce staff.

t

CFS staff(comprised of Special.ists, resource development staff, supervisors,
adminishators, central offi.ce staff) completed'qhainthe tainet''certificatioa

Cohort lists of children placed in foster homes for at least 90 days prior to July 15
were sent to the four sites.

Aueust 2013
Three webinar tainings were held to train statrin the Nebraska Caregiver
Responsibility Too1. This webinar was recorded and is available to staffon an
ongoing basis.

a

a

a

September 2013
. 75 CANS andNCRs have been completed inthe four pilot areas.

t

a

A QA tool has been developed to review the assessments completed, and a review
of 100 assessments will be completed by November 10fr.

Additional lists sent to the sites of children placed in foster homes prior to July
2013, not on the original cohort list

Currently the four areas are continuing to complete tle assessment tools.



FFTA

Foster farnily-bxsed Trearmcnt AJ$ocin(i$n

April 10, 2013

Senator Annette Dubas
District 34
Room 1018, State Capitol
P.O. Box 94604
Lincoln, NE 68509

Dear Senator Dubas:

Thank you so much for your ontinued leadership on the issues facing the children and families
in our state. Your ontinued advocacy for foster parents and quality programs to suppoft them
is very much appreciated.

With the introduction of LB530, you have done so much to ensure foster parent rates

consistently reflect the mst of raising a child; that each child is assessed appropriately; and that
foster parents receive reimbursement for the care they provide.

Earlier this year, FFTA came together with the Children and Family Coalition of Nebraska

(CArcON) and the Nebraska Association of Homes and Services for Children (NeAHSC) and
published an issue brief outlining Agency Supported Foster Care. This Issue Brief outlines the
seruice and supports provided to children, their families and foster parents by the many
agencies across the state. As you know those seruices include:

. Recruitment, Training, Support and Retention of Foster Parents

. Matching Children to Homes

. Seruice Planning and Case Coordination and
o Permanency

It's impoftant to note that of the 4,045 children in out of home placement in Nebraska in

December of 20L2 (FC Review Office Annual Report), 70o/o ware- serued by member agencies of
these three associations. I have enclosed the Issue Brief for your review.

During testimony for L8530, several questions arose related to the cost to agencies to support
foster parents. While there are a variety of perspectives on this issue, several FFTA member

agencies including: Boys Town, Building Blocks for Community Enrichment, Child Savings

Institute, Christian Heritage, l(/C Behavioral HealthCare, Lutheran Family Services, Nebraska

Children's Home Society, NOVA Treatment Community and South Central Behavioral Health

Seruices came together to research this very important question.

1



Combined, these nine agencies provided almost a half a million care days to youth in 20L2.

Overall, these agencies spent more to care for youth and suppoft our foster parents than we

received from DHHS, with an average cost of $51.00 per day and revenue of only $47.00 per

day.

Of the revenue that the above agencies reeived in DHHS oontract payments in 20L2, 57o/o on

average was spent on Foster Parent payments, 37o/o on program related expenses (statr,

occupancy, transpoftation, recruitment) and 60lo on administrative support.

As you ctrn see, the agencies who participated in this analysis spent the majority of the revenue

they received (%+Yo) from DHHS on the most important pafts of this equation - foster parent

payments for those who open their heafts and homes to meet the needs of the children , and
program related expenses including suppoft and recruitment. Only 60lo wds spent on

administrative suppoft.

It is our hope that this information will assist you and members of the legislative body as you

continue to advocate for foster parents and the children they serve. Additionally, we hope it
helps to dispel the misperoeption that agencies utilize revenue from DHHS to over
"ad mi n istrative costs" whi le u nderpayi ng foster parents.

Thank you again for your leadership on this very impoftant issue and please contact me with
any questions or @ncerns.

Respectfully

Lana Temple.PloE, MS
Director, NE/IA Foster Family Seruices
Chair, NE Chapter Foster Family-based Treatment Association

2
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